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The University of Minho (UMinho) assumes an unequivocal institutional commitment to Ethics, which is a fundamental vector of its activity and affirmation, as established in its Statutes.
Its Code of Ethical Conduct lays down the values and norms which guide the University's mission in its teaching and learning activities, scientific research, interaction with society and its general functioning, based on the ethical principles of fairness and justice, the respect for the dignity of the human person and the personal and professional responsibility.
The Ethics Committee of the University of Minho (CEUM) was created in 2011 by order of the Rector (Order RT-51/2011 of 7 September), with the mission of promoting reflection and to contribute to the definition of guidelines safeguarding ethical principles. It works in plenary sessions and has two subcommittees, namely the Ethics Subcommittee for Life and Health Sciences (SECVS) and the Ethics Subcommittee for Social and Human Sciences (SECSH).
The Ethics Council of UMinho (CEUMinho) was created in compliance with the provisions set forth in the Statutes of UMinho, as approved by Legislative Order No 13/2017 of August 29, published in the Official Gazette, 2nd series, No 183 of 21 September 2017. This body supports the design and monitoring of policies and actions to safeguard ethical and deontological principles in the areas of scientific research, teaching, interaction with society and the general functioning of the University, according to the mission, competencies and composition laid down in Articles 70 to 73 of the referred Statutes.
CEUMinho is an advisory body endowed with technical and scientific independence. It is responsible for supporting and advising the General Council and the Rector in the performance of their duties and for issuing ethical opinions in accordance with the Statutes of UMinho and its Rules of Procedure. It works in plenary sessions and in specialised committees.
 
Layout lateral direito (nota: alterar/corrigir as designações)
1. Code of Ethical Conduct
2. Ethics Council
3. Specialised Committees
4. Documents
 

1. Code of Ethical Conduct
The development of a policy designed for the safeguarding of ethical principles is the strategic objective of UMinho. In this context, the Code of Ethical Conduct of the University of Minho is an ethical guideline for education, research, interaction with society and general functioning, addressed at the entire academic community, including teachers, researchers, technical, administrative or managerial employees, as well as students from the different study cycles and further programmes or training courses.
This document is organised into four chapters. The first chapter pertains to the institutional ethical conduct and applies to the whole academic community. The other three chapters deal with pedagogical and scientific research aspects; thus, chapter II is devoted to academic conduct, chapter III to general conduct in scientific research activities and chapter IV specifically to conduct in research with human beings or animals.
2. Ethics Council
The University of Minho Ethics Council (CEUMinho) was created according to the UMinho Statutes. It is an advisory body of the University and, pursuant to Article 70 of the referred Statutes, it supports the design and monitoring of policies and actions designed to safeguard ethical and deontological principles in scientific research, teaching, interaction with society and the general functioning of the University. In compliance with article 71 of the University Statutes, it is the responsibility of CEUMinho to comment on ethical questions submitted to it by the General Council and the Rector, as well as to propose codes of conduct, guidelines, recommendations, opinions and reflections as well as debates regarding its area of intervention and the different strands of the University's mission. CEUMinho is also responsible for issuing reasoned opinions on the ethical evaluation of R&D projects, namely all activities involving in any form people, animals or biological material of human or animal origin.
Framed by the principles set forth in article 3 of the UMinho Statutes, CEUMinho’s mission is based on the respect for the dignity of the human person and its promotion.
Pursuant to article 72 of the Statutes, CEUMinho has the following composition: (i) a Chairperson, appointed by the General Council; (ii) four teachers and/or researchers from the University; (iii) two students from study cycles leading to a master’s or doctoral degree; (iv) a technical, administrative or managerial employee; (v) up to four persons external to the University. The members referred to in (ii), (iii), (iv) and (v) are appointed by the General Council following a proposal from the Rector.
The principles and norms applicable to the organisation and functioning of CEUMinho are expressed in the Rules of Procedure of the Ethics Council of UMinho, as approved by this body on 19 October 2018 and approved by Decision of the General Council No 35/2018 of 17 December. Under the terms of articles 7 and 8 of the Rules of Procedure, CEUMinho functions in plenary sessions and in specialised committees. At present, CEUMinho is a member of the following specialised committees: Ethics Committee for Research in Life and Health Sciences (CEICVS); Ethics Committee for Research in Social and Human Sciences (CEICSH); Ethics Committee for Research in Environmental Sciences (CEICA).
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Constitution
Chairperson
Graciete Tavares Dias
UMinho teachers and/or researchers
Maria Cecília de Lemos Pinto Estrela Leão, Full Professor at UMinho (Vice-Chairperson)
Acílio da Silva Estanqueiro Rocha, Full Professor Emeritus at UMinho
Manuel Joaquim Silva Pinto, Full Professor at UMinho
Students of study cycles leading to a master’s or doctoral degree
Douglas Ribeiro Weber, Master’s Degree Student in Human Rights at UMinho
Alexandra Miranda, PhD Student in Medicine at UMinho
Technical, administrative or managerial employee
Isabel Maria Vivalva Patrocínio Monteiro, Higher Technician at UMinho
Persons external to UMinho
José Joaquim Gomes Canotilho, Retired Full Professor of the University of Coimbra
Jorge Américo Rodrigues de Paiva, Researcher and Retired Professor of the University of Coimbra
José Manuel Melo Antunes Mendes, Writer, Chairperson of the Portuguese Writers' Association
Lucília Rosa Mateus Nunes, Coordinating Professor with Aggregation at the Polytechnic Institute of Setúbal
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Rules of Procedure
The Rules of Procedure of the Ethics Council of the University of Minho establish the principles and norms applicable to the organisation and functioning of the Council, in compliance with the provisions set forth in article 73 of the Statutes of the University of Minho, as approved by Legislative Order No 13/2017 of 29 August, published in the Official Gazette, 2nd series, No 183 of 21 September 2017. It was approved by Resolution of the General Council of the University No 35/2018 of 17 December.
 
Events
The UMinho Ethics Forums are annually organised by the Ethics Council of UMinho (CEUMinho). They are addressed to all members of the academic community (teachers and researchers, students, technical, administrative and managerial employees) as well as guests and can have different formats (conferences, seminars, workshops, debates, etc.). Their informative/formative character is focused on the critical analysis of ethics in teaching, research, interaction with society and the general functioning of the University, thereby concentrating on situations of improper conduct and conflicts of interest. These Forums are also aimed at raising awareness and discussion of ethics-related topics in its many aspects (Ethics/Bioethics and Society, University-Society collaboration, RD in Cooperation with Private Companies, Philosophy and Technology, Ethics and Intellectual Property Protection etc.), in addition to contributing to a greater visibility and knowledge of the mission and purposes of CEUMinho and its specialised committees.
 
Contacts
Conselho de Ética da Universidade do Minho (CEUMinho)
Universidade do Minho
Campus de Gualtar
Complexo Pedagógico II, Piso 0
4710-057 Braga
Tel: (+ 351) 253 601 700
E-mail: conselhoetica@reitoria.uminho.pt
 
 


3. Specialised Committees
Pursuant to articles 7 and 8 of the Rules of Procedure of the Ethics Council of UMinho, homologated by Decision of the General Council of the University No 35/2018 of 17 December, the following specialised Committees, which are currently part of CEUMinho, were created so as to operate within the scope of CEUMinho:
· Ethics Committee for Research in Life and Health Sciences (CEICVS);
· Ethics Committee for Research in Social and Human Sciences (CEICSH);
· Ethics Committee for Research in Environmental Sciences (CEICA).
The specialised committees are responsible for issuing reasoned opinions regarding procedural verification and ethical evaluation of research and development projects (R&D), involving activities of scientific, scientific-technological or experimental nature in the different subject areas and which take place in the organic units and research subunits of UMinho.
The operating rules of CEICVS, CEICSH and CEICA, including the guide for the submission of requests for ethical opinions on R&D projects, are set out in the respective Guidelines and Guide approved by CEUMinho (Decisions CEUMinho-1/2018, 2/2018 and 3/2018 of 18 December, respectively).
The composition of each specialised committee of CEUMinho is multidisciplinary and made up of five effective members. In view of the diversity and nature of the matters to be addressed, the collaboration of third parties may be requested, as invited members, whenever necessary. CEUMinho has decided to appoint the persons set forth in the Decisions CEUMinho-4/2018, 5/2018 and 6/2018 of 18 December, respectively, as members of CEICVS, CEICSH and CEICA. 
 
 
Ethics Committee for Research in Life and Health Sciences 
 
The Ethics Committee for Research in Life and Health Sciences (CEICVS) was created within the scope of the Ethics Council of the University of Minho (CEUMinho), in compliance with the provisions set forth in articles 7 and 8 of the Rules of Procedure of CEUMinho. It is entrusted with securing and promoting ethical standards in order to protect and guarantee the integrity, dignity, honesty and ethical quality of experimental activities and research in life and health sciences carried out in the units/subunits of UMinho.
In the performance of its duties, CEICVS shall act in compliance with the law, deontological codes and national and international declarations and guidelines on ethics and bioethics, in accordance with the legal provisions deriving from Decree-Law No 80/2018 of 15 October, which establishes the principles and rules applicable to the composition, constitution, competencies and functioning of the ethics committees that are part of health institutions and further institutions where clinical research is carried out.
Experimental and research activities carried out at UMinho in the fields of life and health sciences, which involve in any form, persons, animals or biological material of human or animal origin, fall within CEICVS’s competence, in order to ensure that research objectives do not violate the rights and ethical principles of the dignity, safety and well-being of human beings and animals used in research.
CEICVS analyses the issues submitted to it by CEUMinho in accordance with the provisions of the Rules of Procedure of this Council and the Guidelines of the Committee.
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Constitution
Pursuant to Article 8(5) of the Rules of Procedure of the Ethics Council of UMinho and in accordance with Article 5 of CEICVS’s Guidelines, CEUMinho has decided to appoint the following persons as members of this specialised committee:
Effective Members
Maria Cecília de Lemos Pinto Estrela Leão, Full Professor at UMinho (Chairperson)
Lucília Rosa Mateus Nunes, Coordinating Professor with Aggregation at the Polytechnic Institute of Setúbal (Vice-Chairperson)
Inês Pereira Silva Cunha Sousa, Assistant Professor at UMinho
Nadine Correia Santos, PhD Researcher at UMinho
Alexandra Sofia Lopes Miranda, M.D., PhD Student at UMinho
Invited Members
José Manuel Robalo Curado, Assistant Professor at UMinho
Magda João Castelhano Carlos, PhD, Higher Technician at UMinho
Biographical Notes
 
Guidelines
The Guidelines of the Ethics Committee for Research in Life and Health Sciences (CEICVS), set forth in Decision CEUMinho-1/2018 of 18 December, establish the operating rules of the Committee, created within the scope of the Ethics Council.
 
Guide
The applications submitted to the Ethics Committee for Research in Life and Health Sciences (CEICVS) for an ethical evaluation of R&D projects shall be organised in accordance with the ethical principles and best practices of the Code of Ethical Conduct of UMinho, as well as in compliance with the provisions of CEUMinho's Rules of Procedure and CEICVS’s Guidelines, following any further considerations and general guidelines set out in national, European and international regulations, norms and directives.
Applications must be dealt with in accordance with the Guide for the Submission of Applications to CEICVS which is annexed to Decision CEUMinho-1/2018 of 18 December and submitted by the coordinating researchers to the Chairperson of CEUMinho. The submission of requests for opinions is open at all times.
 


Legislation
Decree-Law No 80/2018, published in the Official Gazette, 1st series No 198 of 15 October, establishes the principles and rules applicable to the composition, constitution, competencies and functioning of the ethics committees that are part of health institutions and further institutions where clinical research is carried out.
 
Contacts
CEUMinho / CEICVS
Universidade do Minho
Campus de Gualtar
Complexo Pedagógico II, Piso 0
4710-057 Braga
Tel: (+ 351) 253 601 700
E-mail: ceicvs@reitoria.uminho.pt
 
 
Ethics Committee for Research in Social and Human Sciences
 
The Ethics Committee for Research in Social and Human Sciences (CEICSH) was created within the scope of the Ethics Council of the University of Minho (CEUMinho), in compliance with the provisions set forth in Articles 7 and 8 of the Rules of Procedure of CEUMinho. It is entrusted with securing and promoting ethical standards in order to protect and guarantee the integrity, dignity, honesty and ethical quality of social and human science research carried out in the units/subunits the UMinho. 
In the performance of its duties, CEICSH shall act in compliance with the law, deontological codes and national and international declarations and guidelines on ethics and bioethics, in accordance with the legal provisions deriving from Decree-Law No 80/2018 of 15 October, which establishes the principles and rules applicable to the composition, constitution, competencies and functioning of the ethics committees that are part of health institutions and further institutions where clinical research is carried out.
Experimental and research activities carried out at UMinho in the fields of social and human sciences fall within CEICSH’s competence, in order to ensure that research objectives do not violate the rights and ethical principles of the dignity, safety and well-being of human beings and animals used in research.
CEICSH analyses the issues submitted to it by CEUMinho in accordance with the provisions of the Rules of Procedure of this Council and the Committee's Guidelines.
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Constitution
Pursuant to Article 8(5) of the Rules of Procedure of the Ethics Council of UMinho and in accordance with Article 5 of CEICSH’s Guidelines, CEUMinho has decided to appoint the following persons as members of this specialised committee:
Effective Members
Acílio da Silva Estanqueiro Rocha, Full Professor Emeritus at UMinho (Vice-Chairperson)
Manuel Joaquim Silva Pinto, Full Professor at UMinho
Cristina Maria Moreira Flores, Associate Professor at UMinho
Marlene Alexandra Veloso Matos, Assistant Professor at UMinho
Invited Members
Manuel José Jacinto Sarmento Pereira, Associate Professor with Aggregation at UMinho 
Maria Madalena Costa Oliveira, Associate Professor at UMinho
Paulo Jorge Reis Mourão, Assistant Professor with Aggregation at UMinho
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Guidelines
The Guidelines of the Ethics Committee for Research in Social and Human Sciences (CEICSH), set out in Decision CEUMinho-2/2018 of 18 December, establish the operating rules of the Committee, created within the scope of the Ethics Council of UMinho.
 
Guide and Form
The applications submitted to the Ethics Committee for Research in Social and Human Sciences (CEICSH) for an ethical evaluation of R&D projects shall be organised in accordance with the ethical principles and best practices of the Code of Ethical Conduct of UMinho, and in compliance with the provisions of CEUMinho's Rules of Procedure and CEICSH’s Guidelines, following any further considerations and general guidelines set out in national, European and international regulations, norms and directives.
Applications must be dealt with in accordance with the Guide for the Submission of Applications to CEICSH which is annexed to Decision CEUMinho-1/2018 of 18 December and shall be submitted by the coordinating researchers to the Chairperson of CEUMinho. The submission of requests for opinions is open at all times.
With the purpose of facilitating the organisation of applications, a Project Identification and Description Form is available, which shall be completed and submitted to CEICSH for the issuance of an ethical opinion.
 
Legislation
Decree-Law no 80/2018, published in the Official Gazette, 1st series No 198 of October 15, establishes the principles and rules applicable to the composition, constitution, competencies and functioning of the ethics committees that are part of health institutions and further institutions where clinical research is carried out.
 

Contacts
CEUMinho/CEICSH
Universidade do Minho
Campus de Gualtar
Complexo Pedagógico II, Piso 0
4710-057 Braga
Tel: (+ 351) 253 601 700
E-mail: ceicsh@reitoria.uminho.pt
 
 
Ethics Committee for Research in Environmental Sciences
 
The Ethics Committee for Research in Environmental Sciences (CEICA) was created within the scope of the Ethics Council of the University of Minho (CEUMinho), in compliance with the provisions set forth in articles 7 and 8 of the Rules of Procedure of CEUMinho. It is entrusted with securing and promoting ethical standards in order to protect and guarantee the integrity, dignity, honesty and ethical quality of experimental and research activities in environmental sciences carried out in the units/subunits of UMinho.
In the performance of its duties, CEICA shall act in compliance with the law, deontological codes and national and international declarations and guidelines on ethics and bioethics, in accordance with the legal provisions deriving from Decree-Law No 80/2018 of 15 October, which establishes the principles and rules applicable to the composition, constitution, competencies and functioning of the ethics committees that are part of health institutions and further institutions where clinical research is carried out.
Experimental and research activities carried out at UMinho in the fields of environmental sciences and technologies fall within CEICA’s competence, in order to ensure that research objectives do not violate the rights and ethical principles of the dignity, safety and well-being of human beings and animals used in research.
CEICA analyses the issues submitted to it by CEUMinho in accordance with the provisions of the Rules of Procedure of this Council and the Committee's Guidelines.
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Constitution
Pursuant to Article 8(5) of the Rules of Procedure of the Ethical Council of UMinho and in accordance with Article 5 of CEICA’s Guidelines, CEUMinho has decided to appoint the following persons as members of this specialised committee:
Effective Members
Graciete Tavares Dias, Full Professor at UMinho (Chairperson)
Jorge Américo Rodrigues de Paiva, Researcher and Retired Professor of the University of Coimbra
Célia Sacramento Santos Pais, Associate Professor with Aggregation at UMinho (Vice-Chairperson)
Teresa Maria Fernandes Valente, Assistant Professor with Aggregation at UMinho
Isabel Maria Vivalva Patrocínio Monteiro, Higher Technician at UMinho

Invited Members
Nelson Manuel Viana Silva Lima, Full Professor at UMinho
João Carlos Ribeiro Cardoso Mendes, Assistant Professor at UMinho
Isabel Margarida Horta Ribeiro Antunes, Assistant Professor at UMinho
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Guidelines
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Guidelines of the Ethics Committee for Research in Environmental Sciences (CEICA), set out in Decision CEUMinho-2/2018 of 18 December, establish the operating rules of the Committee, created within the scope of the Ethics Council of UMinho.
Guide and Form
The applications submitted to the Ethics Committee for Research in Environmental Sciences (CEICA) for an ethical evaluation of R&D projects, shall be organised in accordance with the ethical principles and best practices of the Code of Ethical Conduct of UMinho, and in compliance with the provisions of CEUMinho's Rules of Procedure and CEICA’s Guidelines, following any further considerations and general guidelines set out in national, European and international regulations, norms and directives.
Applications must be dealt with in accordance with the Guide for the Submission of Applications to CEICA which is annexed to Decision CEUMinho-1/2018 of 18 December and shall be submitted by the coordinating managers to the Chairperson of CEUMinho. The submission of requests for opinions is open at all times.
With the purpose of facilitating the organisation of applications, a Project Identification and Description Form is available, which shall be completed and submitted to CEICA for the issuance of an ethical opinion.

Legislation
Decree-Law no 80/2018 published in the Official Gazette, 1st series No 198 of October 15, establishes the principles and rules applicable to the composition, constitution, competencies and functioning of the ethics committees that are part of health institutions and other institutions where clinical research is carried out.
 
Contacts
CEUMinho / CEICA
Universidade do Minho
Campus de Gualtar
Complexo Pedagógico II, Piso 0
4710-057 Braga
Tel: (+ 351) 253 601 700
E-mail: ceica@reitoria.uminho.pt
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Decisions
Decision CEUMinho-1/2018
Approves the Guidelines and the Guide of the Ethics Committee for Research in Life and Health Sciences 
Decision CEUMinho-2/2018
Approves the Guidelines and the Guide of the Ethics Committee for Research in Social and Human Sciences
Decision CEUMinho-3/2018
Approves the Guidelines and the Guide of the Ethics Committee for Research in Environmental Sciences
Decision CEUMinho-4/2018
Appoints the members of the Ethics Committee for Research in Life and Health Sciences 
Decision CEUMinho-5/2018
Appoints the members of the Ethics Committee for Research in Social and Human Sciences
Decicion CEUMinho-6/2018
Appoints the members of the Ethics Committee for Research in Environmental Sciences

Information Notes
Information Note CEUMinho-3/2018
CEUMinho Plenary meeting of 14 December

Activity Reports
CEUM-SECVS-SECSH Activity Report, September/2011 to October/2017
CEUM-SECVS-SECSH Activity Report, November/2017 to June/2018 
 
Other Information
2018 Calendar of Ordinary Plenary Meetings of CEUMinho  
2019 Calendar of Ordinary Plenary Meetings of CEUMinho  
